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Explanatory memorandum 
Maintenance of safeguard meas:cr-es regarding imports of shoes into Ireland 
originating in the EFTA countries 
On 31 May 1976 Ireland applied to the Commission under Article 135 of 
the Act of Accession for authorization to truce protective measures in respect 
of imports of footwear with uppers of leather (CCT heading 64.02 A). In the 
light of a deteriorating situation in the footwear sector Ireland specifically 
requested that "any ••••••••••••••••• measures should not be contemplated vrhich 
do not provide, as a bare minimum, for the maintenance for a further period of 
at least six months of the rates of duty authorized in Article 1 of the 
Commission's Decisions of 22 December 1975 and 24 February 1976 ••• • ••• " 
(Sec (76) 2154, paragraph 10). The rates in question, authorized until 
30 June 1976, are : 
United Kingdom 
Other Member States 
Full rate 
9·0 % 
18.5 % 
23.5 % 
Since the Agreements between the Community and SVritzerland, Austria, 
Iceland and Sweden signed on 22 July 1972, Nonra;y, signed on 16 Ma;y 1973, and 
Finland, signed on 5 October 1973, provide for a timetable of tariff reductions 
which is identical to the timetable of tariff reductions in the Act of Accession 
the Council by its Decisions of 24 February authorized Ireland to truce protective 
measures in respect of this product originating in the EFTA countries with the 
exception of Portugal. The purpose of the six draft Decisions now proposed by 
the Commission to the Council is to extend the validity of the said safeguard 
measures until 31 December 1976 so as to avoid the application of a lower rate 
of duty on such imports originating in the EFTA countries concernod than on 
·those originating in the Member States of the Community. 
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Proposal for a Council Decision extending 
the validity of the Decision (76/273/EEC) authorizing 
Ireland to take protective measures in respect of footwear 
with uppers of leather originating in Iceland 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2843/72 of 19 December 1972 
concerning safeguard measures provided for in the Agreement bet>veen the 
European Economic Community and the Republic of Iceland (1) 1 and in particular 
Article 4 thereof, 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/EEC) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect 
of footwear with uppers of leather originating in Iceland (2) the Irish footwear 
industry has continued to encounter serious difficulties which are liable to 
persist; whereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further increase in 
imports, a decline in exports and a continuing deterioration in the production 
and employment situation, 
Whereas the validity of the Commission Decision (76/176/EEC) of 22 December 1975(3) 
authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect of foot11ear Hith 
uppers of leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64.02 A) under Article 135 of 
the Act concerning the Conditions of Accession and the Adjustments to the 
Treaties has been extended by Decision of the Commission of 25 June 1976 
till31 December 1976 (4) 1 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
OJ No L 
OJ No L 
OJ No L 
OJ No 
301, 
58, 
32, 
31.12.1972 
5.3.1976 
6.2.1976 
- 3 -
lfuereas it is therefore appropriate to take similar measures as regards imports 
of this product originatj.ng in Iceland in accordance with .ATticle 27 of the 
Agreement betvl8en the European Economic Community and Iceland of 22 July 1972, 
vfuereas consultations have been held with Iceland in accordance with Article 28 .. 
of the EEC-Iceland Agreement, 
HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION 
Article l 
The Decision (76/273/EEC) . of 24 February 1976 is modified as follows: 
In .ATticle l the ·date 
of 30 June 1976." 
"31 December 1976 shall be substituted ·for the date 
.ATticle 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland. 
Done at Brussels, 1976 
For the Council 
The President 
Proposal for a. Cou~;.ciJ. D~cisio!l c::ctend.in~ 
tha vaHcli -t;;· o.f -~he l?i-~i$i<?n ((6/zujr:.ES) ~-;.A:k.~ri"Z-il'i$ 
Ireland to ta.l<e protective· measures in respect of foot>~ear 
with uppers of leather originating in Austria 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COM11UNITIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2837/72 of 19 December 1972 
concerning safeguard measUres provided for in the Agreement bet~<een the 
European Economic Community and the Republic of Austria (1), and in particular 
-
Arti ole 4 thereof 1 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
1-lhereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/E;:;c) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect 
of footwear with uppers of leather originating in Austria (2) the Irish foot<~8ar 
industry has continued to encounter serious difficulties l1hich are liable to 
persist; whereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further incre>ase in 
impo:rte, e. decline in cxportc .X.ld. u. contin".ling dsterivru..ticu. in -the 1rrvdi~>.-t:i ,-,n 
and employment situation, 
Whereas the validity of the Commission Decision (76/176/EEC) of 22 Jlecember 1975(3) 
authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect of' footwear ;;ith 
uppers of leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64,02 A) under Article 135 of 
the Act concerning the Conditions of Accession and the Adjustments to the 
Treaties has been extended by Decision of the Commission of 25 J"une 1976 
till31 December 1976 (4), 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
OJ. No L 
OJ No L 
OJ No L 
OJ No 
300, 31.12.1972 
58, 5.3.1976 
32, 6.2.1976 
-%-
Whereas it is therefore appropriate to take similar measures as regards imports 
of ~his product originating in Austria in accordance with Arti ole ·26 of the __ 
AgrCement bct1·:ee::t the Etrr0pcan Ecanor;ti c Cor:·:.t':..!li-ty a::c:d. AUBtria o:' 22 Jr:.l~: 1972 (1), 
Whereas consultations have been held with Austria in accordance l<ith Article 27 
of the EEC..:Austria Agreement 1 
HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION 
Article 1 
Council Decision 76/273/EEC of 24 February 1976 is modified as :follotm: 
In Article 1 the date of 31 December 1976 shall be substituted :for the date 
of 30 June 1976. 
Article 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland. 
Done at Brussels, 1976 
For the Council 
The President 
TIT-OJ No L 300, 31.12,1972 
•• 
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Proposal . for c. c~~-::11 ci J. D~ c~. Di or:. 
t1w v:::.lid~t~.~ c::.. t:-.c D:.ci;::::i.cn (1;6(21),./:.::~=c) ~~xr:,~-~!'3-~~-i"<:; 
Ireland to take protective measures in respect of footv1ear 
with uppers of leather originating in Switzerland 
THE COillTCIL OF THE EUROPEliN C01"'IU1liTIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2841/72 of 19 December 1972 
concerning safeguard measures provided for in the Agreement betueen the 
European Economic Community and the Swiss Confederation (1), and in particular 
-· 
Article 4 thereof, 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
lfuereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/EEC) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective meagures in respect 
of footwear with uppers of leather originating in Switzerland (2) the Irish footwear 
industry has continued to encounter serious <lifficulties ,;h~ch are liable to 
persist; whereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further increase in 
..:~portz, a d-ecline in cJ-:porto o.nd. o. continuing d.aterior~tiv:u in -the productivil 
and employment situation, 
Hhereas the validity of the Coumlission Decision ·(76/176/EEC) of 22 December 1975(3) 
a.uthorizing Ireland to talce protective measures. in respect of foot-vmar •lith 
uppers of·leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64.02 A) under Article 135 of 
the Act concerning the Conditions of Accession a11d the Adjustments to the 
Treaties has bee!). extended by Decision of the Commission of 25 June 1976 
till3l December 1976 (4), 
(1) OJ No 1 
(2) OJ Uo 1 
(3) OJ No 1 
(4) OJ No 
300, 
58, 
32, 
31~12tJ1972 
5.3.1976 
6.2.1976 
Whereas it is therefore appropriate to take similar measures as regards imports 
of ~his product originating in Switzerland_ in accordance with Art?-_c.l_e_ 26~- the 
Agreement beh:cen the Eu:ccpem< Econo:ni c Cor.::m:1ity c.nd Swi tzerland_of 22 _ ~uly _1972 (1) 1 
Whereas consultations have been held with Swi_tzerland in accordance with Article 27 <~ 
of the EEC-.Switzerland Agreement, 
HAS 1\])()P!'ED THIS DECISIOIJ : 
Article 1 
Council Decision 76/273/EEC of 24 February 1976 is modified as follo;IS: 
In Article 1 the date of 31 December 1976 shall be substituted for the date 
of 30 June 1976. 
Article 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland. 
Done at Erussels 1 • 1976 
For the Council 
·The President 
\ 
(1) OJ Ho L 300"1 31.12•l972 
,( 
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Proposal for a Council Decision cxton~.in,:;· 
the validit,y o~ -the Dccisior: (16/2-7)/T.::EC) u::1thor·i3::_L:.3' 
Ireland to -take protective measures in recpect of foot~1ear 
with uppers of leather origina-ting in Sweden 
THE COUJITCIL OF THE EUROPEAN CONl•IDNITIES 1 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2839/72 of 19 December 1972 
concerning safeguard measures provided for in ·the Agreement bet>Jeen the 
European Economic Community and the Kingdom of Sweden (1) 1 and in. particular 
. -
Article 4 thereof, 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/J!..'EC) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect 
of footwear with uppers of leather originating in Sweden (2) the Irish footwear 
industry has continued to encounter serious difficulties whi~~ are liable to 
persist; 1~hereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further increase in 
import~, a d..ecline in export::; n...'1d c. continuing clctcricraticn in the prc.ch.o.ctivi-1 
and employment situation, 
lihereas the validity of the Commission Decision (76/176/EEC) of 22 December 1975(3) 
authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect of footHear Hith 
uppers of leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64,02 A) under .Article 135 of 
the .Act concerning the Conditions of .Accession and the Adjustments to the 
Treaties has bee!) extended by J)ecision bf the Cormnission of 25 June 1976 
till31 December 1976 (4) 1 
(1) Q,J Ho J, 
(2) O,J J:lo L 
(3) OJ No L 
(4)-0J No 
300, 
58, 
32, 
31.12,1972 
5.3.1976 
6.2.1976 
-q-
Whereas it is theref'ore appropriate to take similar measures as. regards imports 
o:f this product originating in Sweden_ in accordance with Arti ole 26 of' the 
Whereas consultations have been held with Sweden in accordance 1-1ith Article 27 :), 
of' the EEC-Sweden Agreement, 
HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION 
Article 1 
Council Decision 76/273/EEC of' 24 February 1976 is modif'ied as f'ollo~IS: 
In Article 1 the date of' 31 December 1976 shall be substituted f'or the date 
o:f 30 June 197 6. 
Article 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland, 
Done at Brussels, 1976 
For the Council 
· .. The President 
(1) OJ No L 3CO, 31.12.1972 
• 
Prcpos~l for a Cou~cil Dacisio~ cxtendin~ 
the validi t;r of the D~cision ('7~/G1'3/1LC) t::::it~,}ri3ir;z; 
Ireland ·to take protective measures in respect of footl-rear 
with uppers of leather originating in Finland 
THE COUNCIL OF TEE EUROPE!IN CONl•!UNITIES 1 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No, 3288/73 of 3 December 1973 
concerning safeguard measures prm.rided for in ·the Agreement beh;een the 
European Economic Community and the Republic of Finland (1), and in. particular 
Arti ole 4 thereof 1 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
~!hereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/EEC) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect 
' of footwear with uppers of leather originating in :Finland (2) the Irish footHear 
industry has continued to encounter serious difficulties which are liable to 
persist; whereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further increase in 
impo!'ts, ru1d u continuing deterioration 
and employment situation, 
Whereas the validity of the Commission Decision (76/176/EEC) of 22 Decem'Jer 1975(3) 
authorizing Irela.'1d to take protective measures in respect o:f footimar vlith 
uppers of leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64.02 A) under Article 135 of 
the Act concerning the Conditions of" Accession and the Adjustments to 'che 
Treaties has beel]. extended by Decision of the Cormnission of 25 Jum; 1976 
till31 December 1976 (4), 
(1) OJ l:o L 338, 7.12.1973 
(2) OJ No L 58, 5.3.1976 
(3) OJ No L 32, 6.2.1976 
(4) OJ llo 
\fhereas it is therefore appropriate to take similar measures as_regards imports 
of this product originating in Finland in accordance vii th .Arti ole 26 of the 
~ ~ - -
Agreement "b!O:tv<e<m the Ew-opcn.:o Ec~nomi c Cor.~::,::it;r a.l1d Finl_and_ o:f 5_ October_l913(1) ,_ 
Whereas consultations have been held with Fin~and in accordance with Article27 ~ 
o:f the EEC-Finland .Agreement 1 
HAS AJ)()P.rED THIS DECISION : 
Article 1 
Council Decision 76/273/EEC of 24 Feb1•uary 1976 is modified as follo':1S: 
In Article l the date of 31 December 1976 shall be substituted for the date 
of 30 .June 1976. 
Article 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland. 
Done at Brussels, 1976 
For the Council 
· .The President 
"(1) OJ- Ho L 328, 28.11.1973 
.. 
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Proposa,l for e. Cou..'l'lcil D3cisio~ 
the validi t;y· of 1 •. ' • (!~/.:31"'~ / .. ,, ·-~ \ ·<- '•n l)•~r·~ t• .. , qvl , . 1 ,1·' •'', J "· .._. ' ·~ ..._ ,.._ -'•'- • .<. ' I • ..._,., • I 
· Ireland to take protective measures in respect of foot1-rear 
with uppers of leather originating in Norwa;y 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMJ.IUJUTIES 1 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Europea.'l Economic Community 1 
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1692/73 of 25 June 1973 
concerning safeguard measures proVided for in the Agreement bet1veen the 
J!,uropean Economic Community and the Kingdom of Norwa;y (1) 1 and in particular 
. -
Arti ole 4 thereof 1 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas in the period since the adoption of the Council Decision (76/273/EEC) 
of 24 February 1976 authorizing Ireland to take protective measures in respect 
of footwear 1'1i th uppers of leather originating in Norwa;y (2) the Irish foot;-1ear 
ind.ustry ha-'3 c.ontinued. to encounter serious difficulties which are liable to 
persist; 1'7hereas statistics available for 1976 indicate a further increase in 
impo:rt£! 7 ~ decline in cxpcrto n ..i"'ld b. continuing d.ateriora:tiou :i.n the rrroCl:uc·:;i·:·n 
and employment situation, 
tlhereas the validity of the Commission Decision (76/176/EEC) of 22 December 1975(-3) 
authorizing Irelffil:d to take protective measures in respect of footwear ><ith 
uppers of leather (Common Customs Tariff heading 64.02 A) under. Article 135 of 
the Act concerning the Conditions of Accession and the Adjustments to the 
. . 
Treaties has beeJ:) extended by J)ecision of the Ccnmd.ssl.cn of 25 J1me 1976 
till3l December 1976 (4), 
(l) OJ no L 171, 27.6.1973 
(2) OJ No L 58, 5.3.1976 
(3) OJ. No L 32 1 6.2.1976 (4) OJ He 
(_ ... . 
-[3 -
lrlhereas it is therefore appropriate to take similar measures as regards imports 
of this product originating in Norwa,y in accordar1~e with Arti ole 26 of the 
Agreement cct~·:ee:c. the EC!.r'OJ>:OfL"l :Sconomi c Cor.J:;o;yj:t:r ""'d. Norya;v of 25 June 1973 _ (1) 1 
lrlhereas consultations have 'been held v1ith Norwa,y in accordance 11ith.Article 27 
of the EEC-Norwa;v Agreement, 
HAS ADOPTED TRIS DECISION 
Article l 
Council Decision 76/273/EEC of 24 February 1976 is modified as folloviS: 
In Article l the date of 31 December 1976 shall be substituted for the date 
of 30 June '1976. 
Article 2 
This Decision is addressed to Ireland, · 
Done at Brussels, 1976 
For the Council 
The President 
